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The Legal Consequences of Environmental Crises:  

What Librarians Need to Know about the Gulf Oil Spill 
 
 
Alexander, Kristina (2010). U.S. Congressional Research Service Report R41396 (Sept. 8, 2010): 2010 
Oil Spill: Natural Resource Damage Assessment under the Oil Pollution Act. Congressional Research 
Service. 
 Provides overview of natural resource damage assessment (NRDA) process for determining 

levels of harm, responsible parties, and appropriate remedies for natural resource damages 
pursuant to the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, focusing on NRDA as it relates to 2010 BP Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill in Gulf of Mexico. 

 
Corn, M. Lynne and Claudia Copeland (2010). U.S. Congressional Research Service Report R41311 
(Oct. 15, 2010): Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill: Coastal Wetland and Wildlife Impacts and Response. 
Congressional Research Service. 
 Addresses importance of wetlands, in light of Apr. 20, 2010, Deepwater Horizon oil spill. Covers 

ecology of coastal wetlands in Gulf of Mexico, impacts of oil spills on wetland habitats and 
animals, response options, implications of hurricane season for oil spill impacts, and cleanup and 
recovery issues, including lessons learned from past oil spills such as Exxon Valdez in Alaska. 

 
Craig, Robin Kundis (2010). "The Gulf Oil Spill and National Marine Sanctuaries." Environmental Law 
Reporter: News & Analysis / LexisNexis Academic 40 (11): 11074-11078. 
 Outlines the threats from the BP oil spill to the coral reef banks of two National Marine 

Sanctuaries, Florida Keys Sanctuary, and Flower Gardens Sanctuary. Discusses what liabilities 
BP could face from the Endangered Species Act and the Marine Mammal Protection Act. 

 
Freudenburg, William R. and Robert Gramling (2011). Blowout in the Gulf: the BP oil spill disaster and 
the future of energy in America. Cambridge, MIT Press. 
 Explains both the disaster and the decisions that led up to it and argues that for the future the 

emphasis needs to be on prevention and that risk-management policies be based on better 
understandings of humans and hardware. 

 
Google Crisis Response (2010). "Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill Interactive Map." Retrieved April 26, 2011, 
from http://www.google.com/crisisresponse/oilspill/. 
 Interactive map outlining the track of the BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill; includes links to many 

other map and data sites. 
 



 

Grant, Joseph Karl (2010). "What Can We Learn from the 2010 BP Oil Spill?: Five Important Corporate 
Law and Life Lessons." McGeorge Law Review, Forthcoming. From SSRN: 
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1701892. 
 "... conveys five readily discernable corporate law/governance and life lessons. These five lessons 

are as follows: Lesson One: If you lie, or are perceived to be lying, or make an inaccurate 
statement people will lose trust in you; Lesson Two: We are judged based on how we react in 
times of crisis and not comfort; Lesson Three: The Emperor or King may be toppled; Lesson 
Four: Regulators and the regulated make for strange bedfellows - we must vigilantly guard 
against regulatory capture; and Lesson Five: Your Big Brother or Sister can and will twist your 
arm when he or she has a chance." 

 
Gulf Coast Claims Facility (2010). "Gulf Coast Claims Facility Website." from 
http://www.gulfcoastclaimsfacility.com/index. 
 The Gulf Coast Claims Facility (GCCF) was established to handle claims for damages resulting 

specifically from the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. The GCCF acts on behalf of British Petroleum 
to fulfill its obligations as a “Responsible Party” under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990. On the 
website, individuals and businesses can find information and the forms to submit claims. The 
website also includes a summary of options for filing claims, eligibility criteria, methodology for 
final payments, program statistics, and an extensive FAQ. 

 
Gulf of Mexico Alliance and BP Exploration Production Inc (2011). "Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative 
Master Research Agreement." Retrieved April 26, 2011, from 
http://gulfofmexicoalliance.org/pdfs/Gulf_of_Mexico_Research_Initiative_Master.pdf. 
 The legal document outlining BP's commitment of $500 million over a 10-year period to create 

an independent research program to study the effect of the Deepwater Horizon incident and the 
potential associated impact of this and similar incidents on the environment and public health, as 
well as to develop improved spill mitigation, oil detection, characterization and remediation 
technologies. 

 
Gulf of Mexico Alliance Environmental Education Network (GOMAEEN) (2011). "Oil Spill Education 
Information.” Retrieved April 26, 2011, from http://www.gulfallianceeducation.org/. 
 Contains a broad range of information collected and presented in the Oil Spill Professional 

Development program sponsored by the NOAA Office of Education.  
 
Hagerty, Curry L. and Jonathan L. Ramseur (2010). U.S. Congressional Research Service Report 
R41262 (July 30, 2010): Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill: Selected Issues for Congress. Congressional 
Research Service. 
 Provides overview of issues related to Apr. 20, 2010, Deepwater Horizon explosion and oil spill 

in the Gulf of Mexico, including oil and gas recovery in the Gulf of Mexico; Federal statutory and 
regulatory framework for U.S. ocean resource jurisdiction and offshore minerals ownership; oil 
spill response issues; investigations and commissions; environmental and economic impacts; 
worker safety; Department of Interior initiative to reorganize former Minerals Management 
Service, now known as the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation, and Enforcement; 
and FEMA issues. 

 
Hagerty, Curry L. and Jonathan L. Ramseur (2011). U.S. Congressional Research Service Report 
R41407 (May 4, 2011): Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill: Highlighted Actions and Issues. Congressional 
Research Service. 
 Highlights Federal and BP actions taken in light of April 20, 2010, explosion of the Deepwater 

Horizon offshore drilling rig and resulting Gulf of Mexico oil spill. Addresses issues raised by oil 
spill, and factors influencing future Congressional action. 



 

Hogue, Henry B. (2010). U.S. Congressional Research Service Report R41485 (Nov. 10, 2010): 
Reorganization of the Minerals Management Service in the Aftermath of the Deepwater Horizon Oil 
Spill. Congressional Research Service. 
 Discusses legislative efforts to reorganize Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation, and 

Enforcement (BOEMRE), previously known as Minerals Management Service. Provides 
background and context on BOEMRE origins and its organization at the time of the BP 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill. Discusses reorganization-related administrative actions of Secretary 
of Interior Kenneth L. Salazar to address perceived conflicts among BOEMRE missions, and his 
call for Congress to enact organic legislation. Identifies potential Congressional options with 
regard to BOEMRE reorganization, and provides three historical examples of reorganizations 
elsewhere in the Federal Government, in which functions were either split up or consolidated in 
response to perceptions of competing or unbalanced agency missions. 

 
Inhofe, James M. (2010). U.S Senate Report: “Failure of Leadership: President Obama and the Flawed 
Federal Response to the BP Disaster.” United States Senate. Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 
 Report, prepared by Senator James M. Inhofe, criticizing Obama Administration response to 

massive oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico caused by Apr. 20, 2010, explosion on, and subsequent 
sinking of, Deepwater Horizon mobile offshore drilling rig leased by BP. 

 
Jones, Keith J. (2010). "Drill Baby ... Spill Baby: How the Oil Pollution Act's Economic-Damage 
Liability Cap Contributed to the Deepwater Horizon Disaster." Environmental Law Reporter: News & 
Analysis / LexisNexis Academic 40 (11): 11132-11136. 
 Jones provides a concise overview of the origins of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 and specifically 

its relationship to liability claims. He then explores the question of whether the damage liability 
cap established by the Oil Pollution Act encouraged reckless behavior by British Petroleum. 

 
King, Rawle O. (2010). U.S. Congressional Research Service Report R41320 (July 12, 2010): Deepwater 
Horizon Oil Spill Disaster: Risk, Recovery and Insurance Implications. Congressional Research Service. 
 Provides background on Deepwater Horizon oil spill disaster, and identifies limits of liability 

facing operators of offshore oil rigs. Examines risk management in offshore energy exploration 
and production business, and scope of oil spill financial responsibility and insurance 
requirements; profiles marine insurance industry that offers specialized coverage for offshore oil 
and gas firms; and outlines various approaches to compensating oil pollution victims, such as 
compensation funds, commercial insurance, Federal disaster assistance, and tort law. Summarizes 
policy issues, including new liability limits and insurance capacity, future insurability of offshore 
oil spill perils, availability of insurance, and potential effects on domestic offshore energy 
production. 

 
Light, Alfred R. (2010). "Designing the Gulf Coast Claims Facility in the Shadow of the Law: A 
Template From the Superfund §301(e) Report." Environmental Law Reporter: News & Analysis / 
LexisNexis Academic 40 (11): 11121-11112. 
 In the early 1980s Congress commissioned a group of lawyers to examine questions surrounding 

compensation from disasters. This study group issued a report entitled "Injuries and Damages 
from Hazardous Wastes -- Analysis and Improvement of Legal Remedies" (also known as the 
Section 301(e) Report). Light examines the Gulf Coast Claims Facility compensation mechanism 
in the context of the 10 recommendations found in the study group's report. 

 



 

Mabus, Ray (2010). "America’s Gulf Coast: A Long Term Recovery Plan after the Deepwater Horizon 
Oil Spill." Retrieved February 22, 2011, from http://permanent.access.gpo.gov/gpo1685/gulf-recovery-
sep-2010.pdf  
 This report looks at public policy and funding requirements for moving forward in the Gulf 

Recovery. The framework, including identification of key stakeholders, will likely be an 
important document in moving forward. Appendix highlights the “Nonprofit sector recovery 
effort” and includes detailed information on resources available to the gulf region. 

 
Millan, Stanley A. (2010). "Escaping the ''Black Hole" in the Gulf." Tulane Environmental Law Journal / 
LexisNexis Academic 24 (1): 41-71. 
 The article focuses on the compensation of private damages under the Oil Pollution Act (OPA). It 

provides an overview of allowable private damages under OPA, explains the OPA claims 
procedures, and surveys applicable case law. Analogous state laws are also considered. Millan 
explains that some of the discussion may not be relevant to specific spills where separate 
procedures have been established – as is the case with the Deepwater Horizon spill. 

 
Mobile Bay National Estuary Program (2010). "Oil Spill Response, Recovery, and Restoration: Mobile 
Bay National Estuary Program Partners Taking Action.” Retrieved April 26, 2011, from 
http://gulfofmexicoalliance.org/deepwaterhorizon/MBNEP-OilSpillResponseAd_sm.pdf. 
 A compendium of what Mobile Bay National Estuary Program Partners are doing to protect water 

quality, living resources, habitats, and human uses while responding to the Deepwater Horizon 
Oil Spill. Includes sections on water quality, living resources, habitat management, human uses, 
and citizen involvement. 

 
Nijhuis, Michelle (2010). "A Crude Awakening in the Gulf of Mexico." Smithsonian. From 
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/A-Crude-Awakening-in-the-Gulf-of-Mexico.html. 
 Details a variety of techniques and strategies for coping with the cleanup of the Gulf oil spill. The 

work of several researchers from Louisiana State University is documented. The enormity of the 
project is brought into view by exploring some of the small work that is taking place. 

 
Perry, Ronen (2011). "The Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and the Limits of Civil Liability." Washington 
Law Review / LexisNexis Academic 86: 1-68. 
 "This article uses the unprecedented disaster in the Gulf of Mexico as an opportunity to critically 

evaluate the law pertaining to civil liability for oil pollution before and after the enactment of the 
Oil Pollution Act. This topic is analyzed as a derivative of a more general concern, namely the 
internal harmony of civil liability regimes. The Article unveils a general incongruity in American 
land-based and maritime tort law that surfaced through the Exxon Valdez litigation, and examines 
whether subsequent statutory reform has eliminated the problem in the limited context of marine 
oil pollution, using the Deepwater Horizon incident as a test case." 

 
Ramseur, Jonathan (2011). U.S. Congressional Research Service Report R41531 (Jan. 5, 2011): 
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill: The Fate of the Oil. Congressional Research Service. 
 Explains factors that impact what happens to oil that leaks from oil spills, in light of BP 

Deepwater Horizons oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. Reviews Federal Government oil spill budget 
estimates, and discusses where remaining oil that resulted from the Deepwater Horizon's oil spill 
has ended up; includes graphs. 

 



 

Ramseur, Jonathan L. (2011). U.S. Congressional Research Service Report R41679 (March 11, 2011): 
Liability and Compensation Issues Raised by the 2010 Gulf Oil Spill. Congressional Research Service. 
 Provides overview of existing liability and compensation framework regarding oils spills. 

Highlights liability and compensation issues raised by 2010 BP Deepwater Horizon explosion and 
resulting oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. Discusses options for policymakers to adjust, amend, or 
supplement current framework. 

 
Ryan, Jenna (2011). "Louisiana State University Libraries Oil Spill Information Service." Retrieved May 
1, 2011, from http://www.lib.lsu.edu/ref/oilspill/. 
 A service of Louisiana State University Libraries, this extensive subject guide addresses all 

aspects of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. Organized by category and regularly updated, it can 
be searched by keywords or browsed by category. 

 
Smith, Lawrence C., Murphy Smith, et al. (2010). "Analysis of Environmental and Economic Damages 
from British Petroleum’s Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill." Social Science Research Network. From SSRN: 
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1653078. 
 "This study examines the environmental and economic damages caused by British Petroleum’s 

Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the spring and summer of 2010." "Total damages to BP, the 
environment, and the US gulf coast economy are estimated to be $36.9 billion. The damages are 
attributed to three major factors: (1) human error and equipment failure at BP’s Deepwater 
Horizon offshore drilling unit, (2) failure of the US government to assign, and in some cases to 
permit, resources to assist with the containment of the oil spill, and (3) misinformation 
disseminated by the news media regarding the amount and location of oil pollution in the water 
and on the beaches of the Gulf of Mexico." 

 
State of Alabama. Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (2010). "Information on 
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill." Retrieved April 26, 2011, from 
http://www.outdooralabama.com/fishing/saltwater/dh.cfm. 
 Gives up-to-date information and timelines of how Alabama Gulf waters can be used for fishing 

and recreation; includes links for more information. 
 
State of Alabama. Alabama Department of Environmental Management (2011). "Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill 
Information." Retrieved April 26, 2011, from 
http://adem.alabama.gov/newsEvents/pressreleases/2010/OilSpill.cnt. 
 Tracks the latest news and events relating to the impact of the BP oil spill on the State of 

Alabama; includes links for related information and contacts for citizens. 
 
State of Florida. Florida Department of Environmental Protection (2011). "Deep Water Horizon Oil." 
Retrieved April 26, 2011, from http://www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon/default.htm. 
 This website is the primary location for updates and information on response actions, impacts and 

recovery efforts in the state of Florida; includes links for claims information, restoration efforts, 
and responses to the disaster. 

 
State of Florida. Florida Division of Emergency Management (2010). "Deepwater Horizon Response." 
Retrieved April 26, 2011, from http://www.floridadisaster.org/eoc/deepwaterhorizon2010/index.htm. 
 Regularly updated, detailed accounting of Florida's response to the BP oil spill. 
 
State of Florida. Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (2011). "Oil Spill." Retrieved April 
26, 2011, from http://myfwc.com/research/gis/projects/oil-spill/. 
 From the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; a series of GIS information 

sources of Florida's coastal zone about the spill and the restoration efforts. 



 

State of Louisiana. Governor's Office of Homeland Security Emergency Preparedness (2011). "Gulf Oil 
Spill 2010 Projected Trajectory." Retrieved April 26, 2011, from http://gohsep.la.gov/oilspill.aspx. 
 A series of detailed maps, including archived images, of the trajectories of oil spill dispersement. 
 
State of Louisiana. Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (2011). "Oil Spill Information." 
Retrieved April 26, 2011, from http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/OilSpillInformation.aspx. 
 From the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, a list of links relating to Louisiana's 

response to the BP oil spill. 
 
State of Louisiana. Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (2011). "Oil Spill Response." 
Retrieved April 26, 2011, from http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/oilspill. 
 From Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality; detailed information about Louisiana 

waters, including closure maps. 
 
State of Mississippi. Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (2010). "Oil Spill Links and 

Public Information." Retrieved April 26, 2010, from 
http://www.deq.state.ms.us/MDEQ.nsf/page/Main_OilSpillLinksandPublicInformation2010?Ope
nDocument. 

 From Mississippi's Department of Environmental Quality, a regularly updated, comprehensive 
site for all aspects of the spill relating to Mississippi. 

 
State of Mississippi. Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (2010). "2010 Oil Spill Incident 
Response and Information External Resources." Retrieved April 26, 2011, from 
http://www.dmr.state.ms.us/DMR/oil-spill.htm. 
 From Mississippi Department of Marine Resources; comprehensive links to all resources relating 

to Mississippi coastal waters. 
 
State of Mississippi. Mississippi Emergency Management Agency (2010). "Gulf Recovery." Retrieved 
April 26, 2011, from http://www.msema.org/gulfrecovery/. 
 From the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency, comprehensive and regularly updated 

information relating to the BP oil spill. 
 
United States Coast Guard. National Pollution Funds Center (2010). "Oil Spill Claims." from 
http://www.uscg.mil/npfc/Claims/default.asp. 
 If a claim to the Gulf Coast Claims Facility is denied or not settled within 90 days, an individual 

or business can submit the claim to the National Pollution Funds Center (NPFC). The NPFC-Oil 
Spill Claims website provides claim forms and documents, a claimant guide, FAQs specifically 
for the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, NPFC contact information, etc. 

 
United States Department of Labor (2011). "OSHA's Efforts to Protect Workers." Retrieved February 22, 
2011, from http://www.osha.gov/oilspills/. 
 Occupational Safety and Health Administration provides this clearinghouse of information. The 

interactive map directs users to instances of specific chemical testing that has taken place. Short 
concise web pages describe different types of clean-up activities, with employer expectations and 
what employees can do to mitigate their risks. 

 



 

United States House of Representatives. Committee on Energy and Commerce (2010). Hearing on the 
Role of the Interior Department in the Deepwater Horizon Disaster. July 16, 2010. 
 Staff memorandum, prepared for the Subcommittee on Energy and Environment and the 

Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, in light of upcoming July 20, 2010, 
Subcommittee hearing examining Department of Interior actions before and after Apr. 20, 2010, 
explosion on, and subsequent sinking of, Deepwater Horizon mobile offshore drilling rig owned 
by Transocean Ltd. and leased by BP that resulted in massive oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico and 
the deaths of 11 workers. 

 
United States House of Representatives. Committee on Energy and Commerce. (2010). Hearing on 
Legislation To Respond to the BP Oil Spill and Prevent Future Oil Well Blowouts. June 28, 2010. 
 Staff memorandum, prepared for Subcommittee on Energy and Environment, in light of 

upcoming June 30, 2010, Subcommittee hearing examining legislative response to massive oil 
spill in the Gulf of Mexico. Covers background on well-control issues and includes diagrams of 
oil-drilling equipment, blowout preventers, well design, and regulatory development and 
implementation. 

 
United States National Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill (2010). "Response/Clean-Up 
Technology Research & Development and the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill." Retrieved February 22, 
2011, from http://www.oilspillcommission.gov/document/responseclean-technology-research-
development-and-bp-deepwater-horizon-oil-spill. 
 Looks at the lack of advancement in clean-up technology. Examines gaps in research and 

development from the public and private sector venues. The report is well documented with 
numerous citations of personal correspondence from government employees and private sector 
people. Those interested in exploring the relationship between government and corporate actors 
in developing natural material extraction will find this title of particular interest. 

 
United States Senate. Committee on Democratic Policy. (2010). Committee Print on Economic Statistics 
of the BP Oil Spill. May 27, 2010. 
 Report presenting statistics on tourism and fishing industries in the Gulf Coast region, citing 

possible negative impact of massive oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico caused by Apr. 20, 2010 
explosion on, and subsequent sinking of, Deepwater Horizon mobile offshore drilling rig leased 
by BP. 

 
United States. National Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling 
(2010). "The use of Surface and Subsea Dispersants during the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill." From 
http://www.oilspillcommission.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Updated%20Dispersants%20Working%
20Paper.pdf. 
 During the introduction, the report notes “Little or no prior testing had been done on the 

effectiveness and potential adverse environmental consequences of subsea dispersant use.” The 
report includes extensive discussion of how dispersants work, the policy and regulatory 
framework for deciding how to use them, and what happened after doing so.  Amongst the public, 
there was a perceived confusion over who was making decisions: BP or the government.  The 
report suggests the government could do a better job in asserting its authority. 

 



 

United States. National Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling 
(2011). "Deep water: the Gulf oil disaster and the future of offshore drilling: recommendations." 
Retrieved May 1, 2011, from http://purl.fdlp.gov/GPO/gpo2981. 
 This report presents the Commission’s complete recommendations for addressing the causes and 

consequences of the spill. The recommendations reflect the government’s sweeping sovereign 
authority as both owner of the seabed and water column and as the regulator of activities, with the 
overriding responsibility to manage and protect the valuable resources of the outer continental 
shelf on behalf of current and future generations of Americans. 

 
United States. National Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling 
(2011). "Deep water: the Gulf oil disaster and the future of offshore drilling: report to the President." 
Retrieved May 1, 2011, from http://www.oilspillcommission.gov/final-report. 
 The complete 380 page report submitted to the President. Concludes that the disaster could have 

been prevented, and outlines measures that should be taken by government, industry, and the 
scientific community to prevent similar events in the future. Includes introductory material and 
working papers.  

 
United States. National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (2011). "NIOSH Efforts to Protect 
Oil Cleanup Workers." Retrieved February 22, 2011 from 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/. 
 Clean-up workers are threatened by a number of health-related symptoms including eye, nose and 

throat irritation; headache; dizziness; upset stomach; cough or shortness of breath. Heat stress, 
fatigue, and stress are other possible signs for which workers should be aware. This web site 
brings together a number of useful tools for government, corporate, community, and citizen users. 

 
Upton, Harold (2011). U.S. Congressional Research Service Report R41640 (Feb. 17, 2011): The 
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and the Gulf of Mexico Fishing Industry. Congressional Research Service. 
 Summarizes information related to damages caused by the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill to 

Gulf Coast area fisheries, and describes efforts to mitigate these damages, including financial 
assistance and environmental restoration. Reviews Congressional actions and potential concerns. 
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